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ORDER OF PROCEDURE FOR A HEARING ON FEBRUARY 14, TIZ5,% “ ' 


WITH REFERENCE TO PROCESSING TAXES ON CommoDjr Pag Peron’ of Ageoutior 


IN COMPETITION WITH COTTON. 


This hearing with reference to processing taxes on commodities 
in competition with cotton is held under and pursuant to Title I, Sec- 
tion 15 (d) of the Agricultural Adjustment Act, as amended, which reads 
as follows: 


"The Secretary of hiesaeiaiess shall ascertain 
from time to time whether the payment of the process- 
ing tax upon any basic agricultural commodity is 
causing or will cause to the processors thereof dis-— 
advantages in competition from competing commodities 
by reason of excessive shifts in consumption between 
such commolities or products thereof. If the Secre- 

tary of Agriculture finds, after investigation and 
due notice and opportunity for hearing to interested 
parties, that such disadvantages in competition exist, 
or will exist, he shall proclaim such finding. The 
Secretary shall specify in this proclamation the com- 
peting commodity and the compensating rate of tax on 
the processing thereof necessary to prevent such dis- 
advantages in competition. Thereafter there shall be 
levied, assessed, and: collected upon the first domes- 
tic processing of such competing commodity a tax, to 
be paid by the processor, at the rate specified, until 
such rate is altered pursuant to a further finding 
‘under this section, or the tax or rate thereof on the 
basic agricultural commodity is altered or terminated. 
In no case shall the tax imposed upon such competing 
commodity exceed that imposed per equivalent unit, as 
determined by the secretary, upon the basic agricul- 
tural commodity." 


This hearing will be called on February 14, 1935, at 8:30 o'clock 
A. M., in the Hearing Room of the United States Tariff Commission, Old 
Land Office Building, 7th and F Streets, N. W., Washington, D. C. 


The following shall be the course of procedure for the hearing: 


I. Filing Appearances. At the opening of the hearing, appear- 
ances filed in advance, or entered by those present, will be recorded. 


II. General Statements by Presiding Officer: 


(a) Reading of Notice of Hearing, Designation of Presiding Offi- 
cer and Order of Procedure. 


(b) Statutory provisions applicable. 
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(c) Other statements deemed pee vanes 
(a) the foliowing ques athe to be aehetadred at this hearing is: 


"Whether the payment A, the processing tax upon cotton 
is causing or will cause to the processors thereof dis- 
advantages in competition from reinforced gummed paper 
_.strips (tape) by reason of excessive shifts in consump- 
tion between such commodities or products thereof." » 


III. Testimony and Evidence. Testimony will be heard and evidence 
received, first, upon the question of whether or not the payment of the 
processing tax upon cotton is causing or will cause to the processors 
thereof disadvantages in competition from sisal-kraft tape by reason of 
excessive shifts in. consumption between such commodities or products 
thereof. Testimony will then be heard and evidence received upon the 
question as to whether ‘the payment of the processing tax upon cotton is 
causing or will.cause to the processors thereof disadvantages in compe- 
tition from reinforced gummed paper strips (tape) other than sisal-kraft 
tape by reason.of.excessive shifts in consumption between such commodities 
or the products thereof. Parties desiring to give testimony and/or pre- 
sent evidence may be required to do so under oath or affirmation, and 
parties desiring to present written statements may be required to verify 
same by affidavit. 


Written statements may be given as confidential and, if so given 
and clearly marked as such, will be treated as confidential matter of 
the Department of Agriculture. 


(a) Parties appearing as proponents, that is, in favor of the 
imposition of a processing tax upon reinforced gummed paper strips (tape), 
Will be considered as taking the affirmative side of the question and 
those appearing as opponents will be considered as taking the negative. 


(b) Without excluding other pertinent factors and with a view 
to assisting interested parties in preparing for the hearing, attention 
should be concentrated upon: (1) the affirmative and negative of the 
question as to whether or not the payment of the processing tax upon 
cotton is causing or will cause to the processors thereof disadvantages 
in competition from reinforced gummed paper strips (tape) by reason of 
excessive shifts in consumption between such commodities or products 
thereof, (2) the unit of reinforced gummed paper strips (tape) which 
is equal to the unit of cotton with reference to which the processing 
tax upon, cotton is imposed, (3) the compensating rate of tax on. the 
processing of reinforced gummed paper strips (tape) necessary to prevent 
such disadvantages in competition, and (4) definitions and conversion 
factors with respect to the reinforced gummed paper strips (tape) to 
which testimony and evidence is directed. 


(c) The representatives of the Department of Agriculture assigned 
to this hearing may ask any questions of each witness relating to the 
testimony given and/or evidence presented in support of such testimony 
to bring out all the facts. 
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(d) With a view to orderly procedure, any other questions asked 
from the floor, by or on behalf of any interested person, must be put to 
the Presiding Officer, who shall determine ‘whether 6r not these questions 
are proper ones to be put to the witness es; if he so determines, the Pro- 
siding Officer will put the questions to the witnessés. If he determines 
otherwise, the questions will not be put to the witness. 


(ce) After all the testimony and evidence upon the affirmative has 
been presented and received, testimony and evidence in the negative will 
be heard and received. - The procedure as to affirmative testimony will be 
followed with respect to sie dans testimony, including the asking of ques+- 
tions to bring out the facts 


(f) After all of the negative testimony and evidence has been 
heard and received, those having given testimony and/or presented evidence 
upon the affirmative may give testimony and present evidence in rebuttal. 
The procedure as to affirmative testimony shall apply to the testimony 
given in rebuttal, including the asking of questions to bring out all the 
facts. 


IV. The Presiding Officer, if he determines it advisable or 
necessary, may limit the time to be devoted. to this hearing or to any 
question or questions to be considered therein, or the time which will be 
allowed to any witness. 


V. Since the purpose of this hearing is to provide evidence of 
facts upon which the Secretary may act under subdivision (a) of Section 
15 of. Title I. of the Act, it will not be appropriate to present arguments 
upon issues of law or policy at this hearing. If any interested person 
desires to raise any question of law or policy in connection with any 
question considered at the hearing, or presented by virtue of the hearing, 
he may file a written argument with the Chief Hearing Clerk at the close 
of the hearing or within such timd thereafter as the Presiding Officer may 
determine and announce. No less than ten copies of said written argument 
shall be received by the Chief Hearing Clerk, unless the Presiding Officer 
shall determine and announce that a lesser number may be filed. A copy of 
any such written argument shall be on file and open to public inspection 
at reasonable times. 


VI. The control of the manner of the presentation of testimony 
and evidence at the hearing shall rest entirely with the Presiding Officer. 


VII. At the termination of the hearing, or within such time there- 
after as the Presiding Officer may determine and announce, interested par- 
ties may file with the Chief Hearing Clerk supplementary statements of fact. 
No less than ten copies of any such document shall be received by the Chief 
Hearing Clerk, unless the Presiding Officer shall determine and announce 
that a lesser numver may be filed. Statements containing factual matter 
may be required to be in form of or supported by an appropriate affidavit. 
A copy of such document shall be on file‘and open to public inspection at 
reasonable times, unless submitted as confidential and clearly marked as 
such, in which case it shall be treated as confidential matter of the 
Department of Agriculture. 
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“VIII. All testimony and statements dhall be directed toward and 
confined to considerations set forth in, subsection (d) of Section 15 of 
Title I of the; Act, as. amended. 


ws te) | Perey 0. Yours.) 
Joint Presiding Officers 
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Washington, D. C., 


January 31, 1935. 


